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Two maps, two visions of the Empire

Name: Class: Date:

DOCUMENTS TO COMPARE

Map 1 - Imperial Federation Map of the World (1886), Walter Crane.

Map 2 - The British Commonwealth of Nations (c. 1942), British Information Services.

1. Find the dates. How many years separate the two maps? What major historical event was taking
place when the second map was produced?

2. Look at the images, colours, symbols and words. Give two visual differences between the maps.

3. What does each map tell its audience about Britain's power? Use one precise detail from each map.

SHORT WRITING TASK | 80-100 words

How did the representation of the British Empire change between 1886 and 1942? Compare the maps and
explain what these changes suggest.

Sources: Cornell University Library (1886) and Leventhal Map & Education Center (c. 1942).

Use the two map links on the Cahiers d'histoire page to zoom in before answering.





